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The hunters of the Marquis of Almenar were chasing a wounded deer. Fernando de Argensola, the firstborn of the noble family, had delivered the wound. They were gaining on their prey; but suddenly Iñigo, the chief hunter, suddenly called off the chase.
Fernando de Argensola was indignant and demanded an explanation. Iñigo said that it was impossible to chase the deer any further because they were approaching a spring known in Spanish as la Fuente de los Alámos. An evil being inhabited the spring, and anyone who disturbed its waters would suffer a severe punishment.
To Fernando, this was baseless superstition. Besides, this was the first deer that he had wounded, and he thought that it was foolish to let it die in the forest. He did not force his fearful hunters to continue the chase, but he rode forward himself and retrieved the deer.
After this he acted strangely. Instead of hunting with his horses and hounds, he went into the thicket alone and did not return until the evening.
One day Fernando asked Iñigo if he had any knowledge concerning a mysterious woman with green eyes that lived in the wild. He explained that when he retrieved the deer which his superstitious hunters refused to pursue, he observed the beauty of the spring. Its waters ran from a cliff and fell drop by drop, tumbling downward in a marvelous fashion, till they reached a lake situated below. He enjoyed its beauty so much that he went there every day early in the morning and remained at the edge of the spring all day.
After visiting the spot several times, Fernando thought that he saw lovely green eyes gazing at him from the waters of the spring. On another occasion, a woman whose dress extended to the waters was sitting by the spring. She had golden hair and brilliant eyelashes. Moreover, she had the loveliest green eyes he had ever seen and they haunted him continuously.
Iñigo was horrified. His father had warned him that the spring was inhabited by some being with eyes of that color: either a spirit, a goblin, a demon, or a woman. He urged Fernando to stay away from the spring. Otherwise, he would eventually be punished for disturbing its waters.
Fernando failed to heed this warning. When he saw the mysterious woman again, he tried to find out who she was. He said that he loved her and was hers forever. He said that he would love her even if she was a demon.
The woman said that she loved him more than he loved her. She was no ordinary woman, but one who was worthy of him. She lived on the bottom of the waters and was incorporeal, like this refreshing element. She assured him that she did not punish those who disturbed her waters, but honored them as people who could rise above such superstitious beliefs.
She urged Fernando to come, offering him ineffable bliss. She called his attention to the wind, which was singing hymns of love among the poplars. The green plants of the lake were offering them a bed of emeralds and coral.
She was standing on the edge of the cliff. He drew near her, and they kissed. Her lips were as cold as snow. He slipped, fell off the edge of the cliff, and plunged into the lake with a dull and dismal noise.

